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tions which have worked to the serious injury of communities,
owing to the schemes of those controlling a monopoly of land
transportation. Our navigable rivers and our great inland lakes
should be connected \vith the sea by an adequate system of can-
als, so that inland production can be more effectively fostered,
the costs of transportation reduced, the private monopoly of
transportation overcome and imports and exports shipped at
lower costs.

The Nation is possessed of enormous water power. Legis-
lation should be enacted providing that the Governments, Fed-
eral and State, should own, develop, and operate all water
power over which they have jurisdiction. The power thus gen-
erated should be supplied to all citizens at rates based upon
cost. The water power of the Nation, created by nature, must
not be permitted to pass into private hands for private exploi-
tation.

Regulation of Land Ownership

Agriculture and stock raising are essential to national safety
and well-being. The history of all countries, at all times, in-
dicates that the conditions which create a tenant class of ag-
riculturists work increasing injury to the tillers of the soil.
While increasing the price of the product to the consumer these
conditions at the same time develop a class of large land own-
ers who contribute little, if anything, to the welfare of the
community but who exact a continually increasing share of the
a*ealth produced by the tenant. The private ownership of large
tracts of usable land is not conducive to the best interests of a
democratic people.

Legislation should be enacted placing a graduated tax upon
all usable lands above the acreage which is cultivated by the
owner. This should include provisions through which the ten-
ant farmer, or others, may purchase land upon the lowest rate
of interest and most favorable terms consistent with safety,
and so safeguarded by governmental supervision and regulation
as to give the fullest and freest opportunity for the development
of land-owning agriculturists.

Special assistance should be given in the direction of allot-
ments of land and the establishment of homes on the public
domain.

Establishment of Government experimental farms and meas-
ures for stock-raising instruction, the irrigation of arid lands